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FIRST DAY—Mornine Session. 


Tuurspay, Sept. 8th, 1687. 






Tus Oxrorp Baptist Association held its Eighteenth 
Annual Session with the Water Valley church on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Sept. 8th, 9th and 10th 
1887. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by the ap- 
pointee, J. H. Collins. 
Recess until 2:30 o’clock. 


Afternoon Session. 











The Association was called to order by the former 
clerk, and after devotional exercises, J. W. Higgin- 
botham was chosen temporary Moderator. 

The letters from the churches were called for and read 
by H. B. Gowen and 8. R. Whitten. 7 

‘The Association was then permanently organized with 
the following officers : 

J W.. Higginbotham, Mosnrabor ; J. H. Collins, Clerk ; 
E. G. Leigh, Treasurer, 
The pastor and deacons of Water Valley church, with 

's J. P. Boydston, and J. J. Rotenberry, were appointed a 

committee on Religious Exercises. 

On motion, the “Order of Business” governing this 
body at its last session, was adopted. 

Resolution by W. T. Hudson, that this body meet at 
















‘ 
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8:30 a. M., and 2:30 p. m., adjourn dt 12 m., and 5 p. . 
Also meet at 8.30 p. m. for devotional exercises. 

Adopted. 

W. T. Hudson and J. P. Boydston were appointed a 
committee on Sabbath Schools, and H. L. Johnston and 
J. J. Rotenberry on Publications. 

/ Petitionary letters were called for and J. J. Rotenberry 


‘ presented one from Big Springs church, which was read, 


, 


and that church was received into the Association. 
Moderator, in behalf of the Association, extending 
right hand of fellowship to her delegates. 

J. Il. Edwards and W. I. Hargis, of Yallobusha-Ox- 
ford Association, were cordially invited to seats in the 
meeting and to participate in our deliberations. 

J. H. Edwards presented to the Asssociation a series 
of resolutions, which were read by the Clerk, viz : 

Raptist Cuvren, Oxford, Sept. 1887. 

Resolved, That our Pastor, Rev. J.. H.- Edwards, be 
requested to attend the approaching session of the Ox- 
ford Association at Water Valley and communicate to 
that body the following statements of this church : 

Ist. That the Oxford Baptist church greatly regrets 
that it is separated from the churches of the Oxford As- 
sociation in its Associational work. 

2d. That when the church joined the Yalobusha As- 
sociation, it did so in accordance with a resolution and 
reedinmendation of the joint committee of the Yalobusha 
‘and Oxford Associations, and presuming that the othee 
churches of the Oxford Association would take.the samr 
action. * 

8d. That the Oxford church would greatly Fejoice if the 
churches of the Oxford Association could yet see the 
way to co-operate with us. ; 

[Signed.] . Gro. W. Laave.t, 
Clerk Oxford Baptist Church. 
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}at 12 M., and 5 P.M. On motion, 10 o’cloek a. M., Friday was set for consid- 
onal exercises. eration of the resolutions. 


Called for report of delegates to corresponding bodies. 


ton were appointed a H. W. Rockett responded as having visited and \ 








ul H. L. Johnston and greatly enjoyed the session of the Baptist State Conven- | 
tion at Oxford. 
pr and J, J, Rotenberry ; W. T. Hudson also spoke of the pleasure of himself ‘ 
hurch, which was read, and T. A. Hale in their attendance on State Convention. ~ 
into the Association. : Committee on Religious Exercises announced W. I. 
Association, extending Hargis to preach to-night. 
legates. Hi. H, Bunch, D. E. Hollman and W. A. Simmons, ap- 
sis, of Yallobusha-Ox- a pointed Financial Committee. 
invited to seats in the Hi. B. Gowen submitted verbal report of Executive 
deliberations. . Committee, which elicited some discussion, after which 
Asssociation a series : it was moved that the Executive Committee be required 
‘ the Clerk, viz : , to make a written réport to the Association. 
, Oxford, Sept. 1887. CERIO | 
yd. HE Sdwagde, be J: W. Higginbotham read the following report on 
ing session of the Ox- FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
and communicate to 
s of this church : . When we take a view of the facts of recent date, con- 
hurch greatly regrets nected with the foreign mission work, there is much to 
hes of the Oxford As- encourage us. 
i Ist. The worldis now open to the preaching of the 
ed the Yalobusha As- * gospel as it never was before. The rulers of the earth 
with a resolution and seem more disposed to receive and protect it. For in- 
ittee of the Yalobusha stance, witness the recent proclamation of the Emperor 
uming that the othee of China, and the conduct of the King and Queen of Siam 
} would take the samr in giving financial support to missionary effort. 
: ~ 2d. The great increase of interests and labors on the 
ld greatly rejoice if the part of Christians to preach the gospel to the heathen. 
m could yet see the Foreign missions originated in the Apostolic age, but 
: have been greatly revived in the present age. Baptists 
rzo. W. Luave, are the pioneers in missionary work, and it is a signifi- 
ord Baptist Church. . * cant fact that the only large Baptist bodies in the world, 
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4 
three in number, are among the English speaking peo- 
ple. There are Southern and Northern Baptists in the 
the United States, and the English Baptists. 

Modern missions began with the old Nottingham As- 
sociation in 1784, 103 years ago. The same Association 
organized the first Foreign Mission Society in 1792, in 
England. 

American Baptists began organized work for for- 
eign missions in 1814. 


‘ 


POREIGN MISSION STATISTICS. 


Southern Baptist Missionaries. 116; bapiisms 228 ; 
members 1,551; churches and stations 65 ; schools 25; 
pupils 587; contributions on foreign fields $3,012.61 ; 
receipts for the past Conventional year, ending last of 
April, $87,830.53. Expenses $87,744.23. Balance on 
hand May Ist, $211.28. 

NORTHERN BAPTISTS. 

Missionaries 248: native preachers 1,730; churches 
1,265; members 123,530 ; baptised in 1886, 9,342, in- 
crease from last year; missionaries 22; churches 45; 
members 5,370; funds received, $406,689 30 ; appro- 
priations, $351,889.69: remaining in treasury in May, 
$1,219 77. 

GENERAL FACTS. 

Said to be in the United States over fifty societies en- 
gaged in Foreign mission work, representing 79,647 min- 
isters ; 11,318,287 members ; contributed in 1884 $3,830,- 
931; workers from Christian lands, 2.393; native 10,- 
274. 
Brethren what have you done to aid in this great 
work? Can yon say that this is our work? If not, 
why ? 

Respectfully, ; 
’ RK. G. HEWLETT. 
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On motion, foreign miksions was made a special order 
for first business Friday morning. : 
J. H. Collins read report on General Education : 


“Without a table of statistics from which we could as- 
certain the exact number of our denominational schools, 
we are not prepared to enlighten you on this point, but 
it needs no critical examination of current facts, princi- 
ples and enterprises, that now engage the attention of 
men to learn the great progress of our denomination in 
education for the past decade. We as Baptists, have 
learned that knowledge is power, and to gain power we 
must educate. While we, asa denomination, have many 
educational centres of a high order, which are doing a 
great work in training our young ministers to battle 
against the enemies of religion, we have also made great 
progress in obscure and out-of-the-way nighborhoods 
and communies, hitherto be clouded in ignorance ; for we 
see neat school houses on many a hill top where a few 
years past such was not thought of, even by the far- 
sighted. Our people are becoming more appreciative, 
this we know, because of the fact that it is a rare sight 
now to find an uneducated minister, pastor of a church 
anda rarer fact to find a young minister uneducated. 
We account for this by supposing that the great increase 
of our educational facilities has made it comparatively 
an easy task for any aspiring young man to obtain an 
education. For all these great blessings we devoutly 
render thanks to the Great Giver of all good, and im- 
plore his protecting hand and watchful care over us 
through all coming time. 

Respectfully, 
T. K, ROBY, 
E. P. COLLINS. 


The subject of report spoken to by W. T. Hudson, H. 
W. Rockett and J. H. Edwards and adopted. 
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Devotional Committee announced W. I. Hargis to 
preach to-night. 

Association closed. J. H. Edwards leading in prayer. 
Benediction by H. W. Rockett. 


‘ 





0 





SECOND DA Y—Morwsrne Session. 


Fripay, Sept. 9th, 1887. 


After devotiona! exercises, Pastor Hudson spoke ot 
the work of his church, and earnestly requested that the 
Association pray for him and his chureh. 

J.L. Johnson, G. W. Leavell, of Oxford church, John 
Powell, of Grenada, P. D. Childress, of Clear Creek and 

; hi R. G. Hewlett, of Mt. Vernon Association, Ark., were 
. 





announced, and were invited to seats and participation in 
our deliberations. 

Called for re-reading of report on Foreign Missions, 
after which we had earnest, soul-stirring speeches on the 
subject by R, G, Hewlett, W. T. Hudson, H. W, Rockett, 
John Powell and J.L. Johnson. (During discussion of 
this report Dr. Webb was announced, and the Modera- 
tor extended him the privileges of the body, asking him 
him to feel at home with us. Bro. Webb stated that he ' 
came as a representative of the State Board.) 

The hour having arrived for discussion of the resolu- 
tions from the Oxtord church, the Moderator rose and 
said that unless there wére objections, the subject of 
Foreign Missions would be continued. 

Dr. Webb led off on the subject in a grand speech, 
characteristic of himself, earnest and inspiring, followed 
by W. I. Hargis, in the same strain. 

8. R. Whitten said he wanted to heara speech on the 
“grace of giving,” and Dr. Johnson responded in a short 
speech that thrilled all our hearts, followed by that prac- 
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tical man of God, Bro. Powell, followed by R. G. Hew- — ‘ 
lett, who called for pledges fram the delegates for their 
churches, with the following result, viz : 







Antioch.........ccsccssereeesseceecserenseneseen ees not represented. 
Bethany....--.sssssccceeseeeseseeeees seeeeeerseesensesaeseres $20 . 
Big Springs.s.....ccccceeeeseessereeesneeesseenenscenteneeenns 15 0 
Clear Creek.......cccccccecsseseseeeceeseenersecssneaseneens : 50 . 
Concord......2. +++ ccscceredpecrecscereceecsseserses seesneee 10 0 






Courtland.........sscsrscesscceeceeeceeceseeccsessecersaceeers 
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Bie prcich neciviss dk weedeat oan 


Teer eTeee eee eee ees 
See e eee ee eRe ee eee eH eee eee ewe eee eee eereeeeeee 











Pilgrim’s Rest......0. eeesee++2 Siccdden eeahsbdenedeesentocs 









Springport........sseecceeseeees eeceeeeeeeessneesseresceeess 5 60 
TrOy.......scseesceeeeeseceesesetecsereed Ri cck das statwteivedses 2 59 
Water Valley... .....cc.cccccccseeecedeeeecrneeseeeeeeeneeanes 50.00 

: : 5 00 
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Tee eee eee 
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Total...cccccccccesvcsseccccccscassessess essescsesecnens $220 00 






INDIVIDUAL PLEDGES. 







Z. D. Semmings...... ses sececeseceeceeseereeseeseceesedenenes 












Mattic J. Brookte.i..)...cccsoccssccccscoscccscocssocgcesces 1 00 
Mes. EB. J. FORMS .. cccccssccvsvcntccssccccccsncanscveeseos 3 00 
Mrs. Royall.........cccssssssessscescrecseseresecesaneseee ees 5 00 
Birm. Bemendsinvarrncececccnessotesvccscodtestepagetecseesees 1 00 
Mire. CroMordiciisis os issccdececdacisccsacsedassissinvdceyens 1 00 
Mra, Olinger........,s0scseescssceresveeecessessesepebonevens 1 50 
Mire, Jeanie Wilkes ......scccvossscccccccssectsovencecesveses 50 
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amounted to $250. After which Association adjourn- 
ed. J. L. Johnson leading in prayer. 


Benediction by W. T. Hudson. 
Evening Session. 


Association came together by singing, and W. 8. 
Webb led in prayer. 


The Central Executive Board of the Association was 
located at Big Springs church, and T. A. Rogers, of Mt. 
Gilead, Z. D. Jennings, of Water Valley, H. L. Johnson 
and J. P. Boydston of Big Springs were added to the 
Board. 


[t was ordered that the report on Saabath-Schoo!s be 
set for first thing Saturday morning. 


Called for re-reading of resolutions from Oxford 
church. ° 

Clerk read the resolutions, and then followed an ani- 
mated discussion, for and against the union of the Ox- 
ford and the Yallobusha-Oxford Association, partici- 
pated in by J. H. Edwards, R, G. Hewlett, John Powell, 
W.S. Webb and J. L Johnston, which resulted in the 
following resolution by W. H. Rockett 


Resolved, We the members of the Oxford Association 
met in regular session, do hereby request the churches 
of this Association to vote as soon as they can on the 
question whether we shall send delegates to the Yal 
lobusha-Oxford Association, and hereafter discontinue 
the Oxford Association? We also request them to re- 
port their decision tothe Clerk of this Associaticn as 
soon as such decision 1s made. 

Adopted. 

. Association adjourned. 
dad _{ Benediction by R. G Hewlett. 








hich Association adjourn- 
‘prayer. 
on. 


ession. 


by singing, and W. 8. 


dof the Association was 
,and T. A. Rogers, of Mt. 
ter Valley, H. L. Johnson 
ings were added to the 


rt on Saabath-Schools be 
orning. 


resolutions from Oxford 


nd then followed an ani- 
nst the union of the Ox- 
ord Association, partici- 
G. Hewlett, John Powell, 
m, Which resulted in the 
Rockett 


fthe Oxford Association 
by request the churches 
soon as they can on the 
id delegates to the Yal 
nd hereafter discontinue 
also request them to re- 
‘k of this Associaticn as 


{ 11} 
THIRD DAY.—Mornine Session. 


Saturpay, Sept. 10th, 1887. 


The Moderator read the 19th Psalm, and the congre- 
gation joined in singing “ I gave my life for thee,” and 
H. B. Gowen led in prayer. 

W. T. Hudson read the report on 


Sabbath-Schools. 


Your Committee on Sabbath-Schools, beg leave to sub- 
mit the following report : 

“Nothing sueceeds like success.” The Sabbath- 
School is one of the great successes of modern Christi- 
anity. The tacts which make good this “statement are 
too numerous to mention in a brief report: 

Ist. Among other good things, the Sabbath-School 
helps to remove a very distinctive error, viz: that we 
wait till children get grown before we begin to teach 
them to be Christians. It has been said by those who 
oppose Baptists, that they neglect the religious training 
of their children. I fear there is too much truth in the 
statement, and I trust that it may be urged till there is no 
néed that it should be, Satan has taught us that it is 
necessary thatthe young must sow their wildoats. Some 
are silly enough to believe him. Then the ruined souls 
and ruined bodies of many stand before us teaching the 
awful lesson that “ whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
he also reap.” The Sabbath-School proposes to take the 
dear children by the hand and lead them away trom sin, 
into and along the road where ways are ways of pleas- 
antness. 

The purpose of the Sabbath-School is to give to the 
church the entire life of the individual. As arule, those 
who join the church from the Sabbath-School are 
the most useful members. Simply because they have 
been taught how to be Christians and church members. 
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The one who for any reason has been kept out of the 
church for thirty years of his life, hag lost thirty years 
of his Christian life. Then the minister who does not 
give as much aid to the Sabbath-School as he can, is 
committing a wrong that ought to make him shudder 
to contemplate. 

The parents Who will not send their children to the 
Sabbath-School, or who send them to get them out of 
the way at home, for awhile, (they should see that the 
children go, and go with them), will doubtless some day ” 
regret that they were ever parents, and run the risk of 
being grieved with that grief of all griefs to the parent, 
in the person of their children. That Sabbath-School 
officer or teacher, who does not do all he can do to make 
his Sabbath-School what it ought to be, is more guilty 
than that physician who allows his patients to die be- 
cause of his neglect. 

That church which will not give the necessary amount 
of money to furnish the Sabbath-School with the litera- 
ture it needs, is more guilty than those who would 
refuse to buy food and raiment for perishing and starv- 
ing children. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. T. HUDSON, 
J.P. BOYDSTON, 
Committee. 


W.T. Hudson spoke to the report, telling us how to 
kill a Sabbath-School, (viz.) by indifference on the part 
of the Superintendent, teachers and parents. 

J. W. Higginbotham, also gave us a recipe for killing 
Sabbath-School.- But J. D. Woodruff told us how to 
keep it alive and flourishing (viz) by punctual attendance 
and an abiding interest: 

W. I. Hargis spoke of the necessity of a statistical re- 
port from all the schools. 
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H. W. Roe ‘kett and 8. R. Whitten, spoke of the ear- 
nestuess and zeal which should characterize us as 


Christians in the work. 


Report adopted. 
On motion, all speeches were limited’ to ten minutes. 


R. G. Hewlett read the 
Report on State Missions. 


Your Committee appointed to report on State Mis- 
sions would submit the following: 

While we are not in possession of any statistical 
information in regard to the State Mission work during 
the last year, yet we are glad to be/able to report ita year 
of success in State Mission labor. Brother Gambrell 
had charge of the work, and we know him to be a man 
who drives any work he undertakes to # successful ter- 
mination. 

J. T. Christian, formerly pastor of Sardis church, has 
been appointed tothe work this year, and in view ot 
the importance of this work to us as Mississippi Baptists, 
we would earnestly request all our brethren and churches 
to come heartily and liberally to the aid of Brother Chris- 
tian, as they may haye the ability and opportunity. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. B. GOWEN, 
Committee. 





qT, W. I. Hargis, and R. G. Hewlett spoke on the subject 
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and pledges taken for State Missions as follows: 


Bethany....00000 raccasecesee pashan ob sntgssorberVocuguaebuon $15 00 
MUNN MIMUREE,. cSevuthus ca}spuaudivetetsseddiocckebaubuepontes 50 00 
OO ocisissvd ccakjunsstocasvke 2) iast big evdeudaghucthts 10 00 
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Pie pek hon yenbeiscnesys cerchurcchactcecgeaboe. vacseadecic 10 00 
BRO cence stcocsetesvecdsrséeschicadintuvtdctbens 2 50 
SP Menateovinhscscoccseceese-ahododetaseatousbhaedite 5 00 
TOY scccccces cecsecceccccsceserece soscvesesesaccsesceseontens 2 00 
MIE FE osonkcecvnconscrsackiecesmactwetsebarinessbum 50 00 
ITE Ral celich¥icucy-cobediadeunbinudaboudiaaciaiichis 10 00 
Su nnsditierishihnesheinakbedeedatiouneushinns adie i... 10 00 
UNI os sok dindictn chiihion! islermnabdcchdionsndeadin’ 25 00 
cba dis ia actccidadshevbiensassaiacbececuscesieat $211 50 


Report adopted. 
H. L. Johnson read report on 
i Publications, 

We, your Committee, report that the opportunity to 
supply themselves with good literature is simply splendid. 
The American Baptist Publishing Society is prepared to 
supply our people with Bibles, Testaments, graded Sun- 
day-School Lesson papers and other religious books and 
tracts at prices suited to allour people. Then the South- 
ern Baptist Record is our paper, and suited to the wants 
of Mississippi Baptists. The Foreign Mission Journal, 
from month to month, is rich in news from the foreign 
field ; and for a temperance paper, the Sword and Shield 
should be taken and read. We also recommend that all 
able to do so take the Tennessee Baptist and Ford’s 
Christian Repository. Your Committee are sorry to 
have to report that many of our people do not believe in 
Baptist literature. Instead of patronizing our own pub- 
lishing houses they go elsewhere for their books and 
papers, and in this way much harm is done. If we, as 
Baptists, would be educated in the Lord’s work, we must 
use those books and papers that teach the truth with as 


little error as possible. 
Respectfully, 
H, L. JOHNSON, 
J. P. BOYDSTON, 
Committee. 
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The subject was discussed by He ett, Rockett, Hud- 
son, Collins and Hargis, and all warmly endorsed the 
Southern Baptist Record. 

§. R. Whitten spoke of the merits of the Tennessee 
Baptist. 

Bro. Hewlett says the Baptists are the Lord’s simple- 
tons. They buy trashy literature to the neglect of the 
support of their own denominational literature. 

Report adopted. 

On motion the regular order of business was sus- 
pended, and the Association proceeded to chose its next 
place of meeting. 

On motion, it will meet with Yocana Church, at Tay- 
lor’s Depot, on Thursday, before theesecond Sabbath in 
September, 1888. 

H. W. Rockett read the report on 


Temperance. 


Your Committee understands the meaning of temper- 
ance, as dealt with by this Association, in the sense of 
abstaining from intoxicating liquors. This may be done, 
more or less effectively, in two ways, viz: First, 
through the force of moral suasion, by resisting the 
temptation when it is present ; second, by removing the 
temptation out of sight. 

To within a short time we had never tried other means 
for the cultivation of temperate habits than moral sua- 
sion. Through public preaching and private admonition 
and exortation we worked, and still the curse of strong 
drink remained firmly fastened upon the people. The 
blighting influence of the curse could be seen on all 
sides, blasting the prospects of the young, destroying 
the peace of homes and bringing the worst troubles into 
the churches. We have about given up hope in that 
direction, and are now turning our work in the second 
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Way, viz: removing the cause of the temptation out of 
sight. It is needless to say that the fruitful source of all 
the misery brought upon society by drunkenness is the 
licensed saloon. Therefore, if the country is ever re- 
deemed from the frightful effect of drunkenness, the 
saloon must go. The wisest and best men among Chris- 
tians, moralists and statesmen approve of this change of 
attack, and are now fighting on this line. The question 
of prohibiting the manufacture and sale of intoxicants 
is receiving large attention from the people who rule 
this country, They are rapidly waking up to the 
enormities of the crimes committed under the license 
system. Ere long we hope to see the system condemned 
by the votes of the people. The prospect is brightening. 
Some States haye already prohibited the traffic in 
whisky, and many counties and towns in other States 
have done likewise and are satisfied with the result. 
Many counties and towns in our own State have voted 
prohibition, and we hope soon to see the whole State 
delivered from the thralldom of the saloon. 


If we were asked how best to promote the temperance 
cause, we would say: 

First—We should do all we can against local license 
in the place where we live. 


Second—We should seek to place temperate men, in 
all the offices in the gift ot the people. 


Third—We should form laws to put the saloon out of 
the land. 
Respectfully, 


A. W. ROCKETT. 
Committee. 
Report discussed by A. W. Rockett. 
Association adjourned. 
Prayer by R. G. Hewlett. 
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Evening Session. 


iati After 
Association called together by the Moderator. 
singing “ Every Day, Every Hour,” J. H. Collins led in 


prayer. . 
The subject of temperance was resumed, and W. I. 

Hargis, J. H. Collins, C. G. Blount, W. T. Lowry and j 
+ R. G. Hewlett joined in the discussion, after which it 























was adopted. 
The Treasurer offered the following report: 
Received for Mimutes......-.-scsetereeereees $34 05 
«  € State Missions.....---..-+-+-++ 50 05 
« Foreign Missions..........--.. ' 9 80 
Association Missions........++- i suiks ehloeae 10 50 


Cee R eee ee eee ee eee eee Heer eeeeeeeeereEEeEeeee 


Paid Clerk for Minutes..........cceceseeeeeeee es eadbaws $34 05 
“ J.B. Gambrell, State Missions..........--.+ 50 05 | 
Foreign Missions.........--- 9 80 
Executive Board Association.........ccceseeeeeeeeees 10 50 


eee eneneeeee 
SHEE e EHR ee RHEE EERE EERE TESE SESE HES HEHE SESE SHEETS 


Adopted. 














Report of Finance Committee. 


‘ 


esdived fad MERAMR Eso ccieciccsss cosccoscecescdeceseses $27 15 
“  —& Foreign Missions...........20001+s000 41 45 \ 
a © lee SEE, goa cc ccosste oeydes 65 50 





Ota .eivscvchdusdclalieevasn Cor eae sara inied $134 10° 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. Hi. BUNCH, 
W. A. SIMMONS, 
D. E. HOLLMAN. 
Committee. 





HISTORY 
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MT. GILEAD BAPTIST CHURCH. 





This church is situated about seven miles South-west 
of Water Valley where it was organized in 1845 by 
Elders Obadiah Dodson and Moses Crouson, they having 
held a meeting of days at the close of which the church 
was organized as the “Mt. Gilead Missionary Baptist 
Church.” 

The constituent members (as far as learned) were: 
Brethren B. J. Boydston, Isaac Bowen and Shadrach 
Hale with Sisters Amanda Hale and Nancy Meece. 

Elder N. M Norwood was the first pastor, He served 
the church during the year 1846. 

The second pastor was the much beloved ana lament- 
ed Elder Holly Middleton, who served the church for 
about twelve years, or until the close of 1857. 

The third pastor was Elder J. J. Sledge, and your 
committee has learned from some who were members 
at the time, that heat nor cold, storms nor floods did 
not prevent his punctual attendance and faithful presen- 
tation of God’s word. And there are those still living 
who are ready to testify to his faithfulness and efficiency 
as a gospel minister. 

He was pastor during 1858, 

The fourth pastor was Elder E. J, Bullock, who lived 
near Pittsboro and had to ride about thirty miles to 
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visit the church. He was pastor nearly two years when 
God ended his pastorate by calling him to his reward on 
high. 

‘A Presbytery consisting of the pastor (E. J. Bullock) 
and Elders Whitfield Dupuy and R. & Hewlett was call- 
ed by the church, which met onthe fourth Sabbath in 
April, 1860, and ordained to the full’ work of the min- 
istry, Elder H. J. Smith. . 

The fifth pastor was Elder Whitfield Dupuy. That 
gentle, but earnest and soul-loving man of God was 
chosen as pastor and served the church through the 
gloomy period of the war. 

Elder J. J. Sawyer served the church as pastor in 
1866. 

Elder J. F. Moore was pastor in 1867 and spring of 
68. His health failing, J. H. Collins filled out the un- 
expired term. 

Then Elder J. J. Sawyer was'pastor until 1880. 

Elder Isham Melton was pastor in 1881. 

Elder J. H. Collins was pastor [from March, 1882, to 


. December, 1885. 


Elder H. L. Johnson was pastor in 1886 and the pres- 
ent year. 
And W. W. Finly served the church, but I have failed 
to learn when. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. COLLINS, Com. 


Report of Executive Committee. 


Bro. Gowen read the following report: 

“ A full meeting of the Board was had at Pope at the 
close of the last meeting of the Association, but not 
knowing what the churches would be willing to con- 
tribute, the members of the Board from the churches 

* were asked to ascertain the amount that could be raised 
for Associational work and report at next meeting, but 
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the next meeting being meagerly attended, it was 
thought best to appoint still another meeting, which 
failed to have a quorum. 

“ We regret to report nothing done. 

Respectfully, 
H. B. GOWEN. 
Committee. 

Elected W. T. Hudson to preach Introductory Ser- 
mon; H. L. Johnson, alternate. 

Devotional Committee announced R. G. Hewlett to 

_ | preach to-night. 

Resolved, That the Clerk have as many copies of 
minutes printed as money will pay for—H. W. Rockett. 

Resolved, That this Association is ve grateful to the 
brethren and sisters and citizens for the very hospitable 
manner in which they have entertained us during the 
sitting of this body —S, R. Whitten. 

After reading and adopting minutes and calling and 
correcting roll, the Association adjourned by singing” 
“Sweet Bye-and-Bye.” 
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Bro. D. J. Bunegss, died in Lafayette county, 
Miss., May 6, 1886, in his 48th year, having been 
born in Alabama, November 11, 1838. From 
thence he moved to Panola county, Miss., professed 
conversion at about 17 years of age and joined 
Concord Church. He joined Clear Creek C urch, 
Lafayette county, in 1861, of which Church he - 
mained a very useful and honored- member unti 
his death, serving the Church as Clerk for fifteen 
years, and many as Deacon. ner 

He was Clerk of the Oxford Association eleven 

ears. He made us an earnest and edficient Clerk. 


is gain has been our loss. —H. W. Rockett: : 
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MINISTERIAL REGISTER. 
Names. Post Oxrices. 
a eT en ee ee Po 

OP 1 Res TEEN cdncescnrrsesctsnccescesiapmbstoces Water Valley 
a I a ee ee oe Ra a Sane ie ae Harrison 
Bas SHUN ig itt ia eked sn sehen nal dees behbie Wallace 
Te. G@, Teather wo oiiesieesiossccsse ccsvecsecces corssneseces Pope 
H I Harrison 

LICENTIATES. 
ie Mes WR yee dakocciccstebenbdasbasRvadscecsaceseecee’ Harrison 

NEXT MEETING. 
Time.—Thursday before the second Sunday in Sep- 


tember, 1888. 
Place.—Taylor’s, Yallobusha county, Miss. 
Introductory Sermon.—W. T. Hudson ; Alternate—H. 
L. Johnson. 
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